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PAGE 01 CAPET 01228 20I35IZ 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI 10-14 ISO-00 HA-05 MCT-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-05 H-02 INK- 10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
SP-02 SS-I5 ICA-20 /095 W 

002447 20I439Z/40 

R20I203Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7500 
INFO AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 1228 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: DISSIDENT WHITES GIVEN SEVERE SENTENCES 

1 . ON JUNE 7 TWO WHITE ACADEMICS, TIMOTHY PETER JENKIN (29), 

AND STEPHEN BERNARD LEE (26), APPEARED BEEORE THE CAPE TOWN 
SUPREME COURT AND WERE CHARGED UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT FOR 
PRODUCING PAMPHLETS AND PAMPHLET BOMBS FROM THE TIME THEY 
RETURNED TO SOUTH AFRICA FROM ABROAD IN 1975 UNTIL THEIR 
ARREST IN MARCH 1978. JENKIN AND LEE WERE ALSO CHARGED UNDER 
THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT FOR TAKING PART IN ACTIVITIES OF 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS. BOTH JENKIN 
AND LEE PLEADED GUILTY UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT CHARGE AND NOT 
GUILTY UNDER THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT COUNT. DURING THE ONE- 
WEEK TRIAL, THE STATE PRODUCED A LARGE AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT 
JENKIN AND LEE ALLEGEDLY USED TO MAKE PAMPHLETS PLUS 26 
PAMPHLET BOMBS. THE PRESS AND PUBLIC WERE BANNED DROM THAT 
PART OP THE TRIAL WHICH WAS HELD IN CAMERA TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY 
OF STATE WITNESSES. NO ACTS OF VIOLENCE WERE ALLEGED AND ONE 
POLICEMAN TESTIFYING FOR THE STATE CONCEDED THAT THE PAMPHLET 
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EXPLODING DEVICES WERE NO THREAT TO PROPERTY. ON JUNE 15, 

JUSTICE NEL SENTENCED JENKIN AND LEE TO 12 AND 8- YEAR 
PRISON SENTENCES RESPECTIVELY. NEL REJECTED A DEFENSE APPLICATION 
FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL AND THE ACADEMICS' ATTORNEY ANNOUCED THAT 
HE WILL LODGE AN APPEAL WITH THE CHIEF JUSTICE IN BLOEMFONTEIN 
ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE SENTENCES WERE TOO EXCESSIVE. 
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2. COMMENT: JENKIN AND LEE WERE APPARENTLY THE SOURCE OE THE 
SPATE OE PAMPHLET BOMBS IN CAPE TOWN OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS. 

(SENTENCES RANGING FROM 7 TO 18 YEARS WERE GIVEN THE SIX BLACK 
ANC MEMBERS WHO WERE RECENTLY FOUND GUILTY UNDER THE TERRORISM 
ACT IN PRETORIA OF CONSPIRING TO OVERTHROW THE SAG BY FORCE, 

UNDERGOING MILITARY TRAINING ABROAD, RECRUITING GUERRILLAS, 

AND, IN ONE CASE, OF LOBBING A HAND GRENADE AND INJURING TWO 
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICEMAN.) THE STIFF SENTENCES WERE PRESUMABLY 
INTENDED AS A WARNING TO YOUNG DISSIDENT WHITES NOT TO JOIN 
FORCES WITH BANNED BLACK ORGANIZATIONS. 
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